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WELCOME 
 
Congratulations on choosing a home fitted with a Blakeglow sys-
tem or a system we look after. 
 
Depending on the actual specification of the system as well as 
watching television in your main room you may be able to distribute 
your television, video, DVD and satellite signals throughout your 
home. 
 
The system may also have a number of other capabilities, which 
may be included as standard or can be added as options.  These 
include infra-red passing for remote controls. 
 
This guide is designed to help you get the most from your   system. 
 
We are Sky agents and can normally provide you with all the offers 
 
For the latest user product and technical information please visit 
our website: www.blakeglow.com 
 
 
 

TELEVISION DISTRIBUTION 
 
The television system can allow analogue and digital terrestrial TV, 
satellite TV, CCTV, FM and DAB (digital audio) signals to be 
distributed to the main TV viewing point and to other rooms around 
the property. 
 
You will have one or more wall sockets which, depending on the 
type of system, will look like one of the following. 
 
 

Television only 
socket and fly 
lead 
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Terrestrial (MATV) systems normally provide reception of both ana-
logue and digital terrestrial television signals.  
 
The quality of reception of analogue television varies with loca-
tion.  For best reception, there needs to be a clear line of sight be-
tween the aerial and the transmitter.  On some occasions, hills or 
large buildings make it impossible to obtain a good picture. The qual-
ity of digital is dependent on location.  At present there are not 
enough transmitters in the UK to provide full coverage and so, al-
though we always include digital in our proposals, there are locations 
where it is not available.  
 
Normally terrestrial system would also distribute VHF FM radio and 
this is received by a separate aerial.  DAB can also be distributed on 
a system and, like FM radio, needs its own aerial.  
 
SMATV systems provide all of the programmes of an MATV system plus satel-
lite. The satellites received can be from just one orbital position such as Astra 
at 28 degrees providing the Sky programmes, or a number of positions which 
might include Eutelsat Hot Bird at 13 degrees.  
 
 
Television distribution systems normally provide each apartment with analogue 
terrestrial television BBC1, BBC2, ITV, Channel 4, Channel 5, digital terrestrial 

Television and 
radio  socket and 
fly lead 

Satellite television 
and radio socket 
and satellite F 
lead 

Twin feed satellite 
television and 
radio socket 
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multiplexes 1-6 and usually FM BBC Radio  
 
TO RECEIVE PROGRAMMES  
 
In order to receive the programmes, it is necessary to connect the television aerial input 
socket to the aerial outlet plate TV connection with a special lead called a fly lead. 
Once the aerial has been connected to the television, then the television needs to be  
tuned to the programmes by following the television instruction book.  
 
TUNING IN  
 
The signals from the system may be on different channels to normal and so it is best to 
tune the television in when first connecting to a system.   This may be in the same way 
that one would normally tune a television in for the first time.  Most modern televisions 
have automatic search facilities which may be used.  Sometimes, the channels on the 
system are different to those from the transmitter. Sometimes the transmitter channels 
are picked up weakly on the system. Sometimes the auto tune on a television will tune 
to the weak picked up signals and not the proper ones.  If you think this may have 
occurred, then it is best to manually tune.  The list of channels found in the tuning guide 
will help.  
 
FLY LEAD  
 
The fly lead should be made from a double screened coaxial cable, should be kept as 
short as possible and should be one continuous length.   Coaxial cables are fragile and 
can be easily crushed or damaged by bending.  When damaged, much of the signal 
can be lost in the cable, affecting the quality, with analogue reception causing snowy 
pictures and with digital causing blocking. The fly lead should have an industry stan-
dard, IEC, coaxial connection at each end.  
 
AERIAL OUTLET PLATE  
 
The aerial outlet plate on an MATV system usually has two sockets, one for radio and 
one for television.  For television, the socket marked TV should be used.  
 
SATELLITE OUTLET PLATE  
 
The satellite outlet plate on an SMATV system usually has three sockets, one for radio, 
one for satellite and one for television.  For television, the socket marked TV should be 
used and for satellite plug the f connector lead into the socket marked SAT and con-
nect the other end to the satellite receiver.  Some 
times a four output socket is installed which 
would allow for Sky plus.  
 
There are two type of home system.  One 
where each room is individually fed from 
the building’s system, and the other, where 
the main position is fed from the building’s 
system and all the others in the home are 
fed from the main position. 
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If you have individually fed rooms then connect them all as main positions. 
 
If your rooms are not individually fed then follow the mini system or  play-
back details.  On min systems and playback systems, video sources such as 
VCR’s and DVD’s situated at the main TV viewing point may also be viewed 
at the remote locations.  A satellite decoder is required for reception of satel-
lite and most DVD players will require a modulator. 
 
If your home is fitted with a home network including 
voice and data distribution from a rack in a cup-
board then please refer to the home network guide. 
 
Home Distribution system 

There are two main type of home distribution sys-
tems play back and mini systems and two types of 
mini systems types of mini system.  The cupboard system hides all the 
equipment away, whereas the set back has all the equipment positioned 
behind the television. 

The following describes the cupboard system 
only.  The mini systems provide a repeat of all the 
programmes available at the main point, including 
the output from the satellite decoder, digital terres-
trial decoder and VCR. to all the other points. 

At the main television position, in addition to the 
normal outlet plate there would be up to two more. 
One of these is for passing the combined pro-
grammes from all the equipment at the main point to the control unit in the 
cupboard. From the cupboard, the processed signals are passed to all the 
other points.   

Connecting a mini system is dependent on the equipment being used at the 
main point 
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Diagram for the main position 
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VCR & SATELLITE AT MAIN TV VIEWING POINT 
     Mini system                         Play back system  REMOTE LOCATION 

VCR OR TERRESTRIAL DECODER AT MAIN TV 
VIEWING POINT 
     Mini system                      Play back sys tem 

Y CONNECTOR 

TELEVISION ONLY AT MAIN TV VIEWING POINT 
       Mini system                   Play back syst em 

Ensure 
the TV at 
the 
Main TV 
Viewing 

Point is connected to 
the TV outlet and NOT 
the FM/DAB outlet. 

NO EQUIPMENT AT MAIN TV VIEWING POINT 
      Mini system                          Play bac k system  

Make sure a 
connection 
is in place 
between the 

downlink and uplink at 
the Main TV Viewing 
Point or no signal will be 
present in the other 
rooms. 

NON SKY PLUS SYSTEMS 
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VCR & SATELLITE AT MAIN TV VIEWING POINT AND RE-
MOTE CONTROL 
        Mini system                              Pl ay back system 

VCR & SATELLITE AT MAIN TV VIEWING POINT 
        Mini system                              Pl ay back system 

VCR OR TERRESTRIAL DECODER AT MAIN TV VIEWING 
POINT 
        Mini system                              Pl ay back system  

SKY PLUS SYSTEMS 
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TELEVISION ONLY AT MAIN TV VIEWING POINT 
        Mini system                        Play bac k system  

NO EQUIPMENT AT MAIN TV VIEWING POINT 
        Mini system                          Play b ack system  

VCR & SATELLITE AT MAIN TV VIEWING POINT AND 
REMOTE CONTROL 
        Mini system                             Pla y back system 
 

SKY PLUS SYSTEMS CONTINUED 
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INFRA-RED PASSING SYSTEM 
 
 
 
The infra-red passing system allows you to control central sources 
such as DVD’s and Satellite Decoders from other rooms. 

• Ensure the Y connector is attached to the TV at the Remote Location. 
• Not all infra-red remote controls are compatible with this system. 
• The IR passing system may not be required if the audio system has 
been installed. 

VCR & SATELLITE AT MAIN TV VIEWING 
POINT 

REMOTE LOCATION 
OUTPUTS 
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NOTES: 

We are Sky agents and can normally provide you with all the offers 
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Blakeglow Ltd 
Unit A4 
Hastingwood Trading Estate 
35 Harbet Road 
London N18 3HT 
 
Tel : 020 8884 2495 
Fax : 020 8345 5883 
Email office@blakeglow.com 
Web www.blakeglow.com 
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